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To ensure Canadian dairy prod-
ucts come from herds where 
Johne’s disease is under control 

and cows are not at risk of infection, 
the Canadian Johne’s Initiative de-
signed an on-farm program in 2007 
to achieve this goal. Today, producer 
and veterinarian participation is criti-
cal to success in several provinces 
that have moved ahead to implement 
the program.

Using federal government funding, 
the Canadian initiative gathered a na-
tional group of experts to design the 
on-farm program, similar to success-
ful initiatives in other countries such 
as Australia, the Netherlands and the 
U.S. The Canadian program supports 
two major directions, or streams. The 
management stream encourages herd 
management changes to prevent in-
fection. The status stream mandates 
intense testing and animal movement 
restrictions, leading to herd certifi ca-
tion for a low Johne’s risk.

After program details were fi nal-
ized and the operations manual was 
written, provincial representatives 
went home to look for ways to imple-

ment this national strategy at the pro-
vincial level. No national funding is 
specifi cally available for program im-
plementation. To get underway, each 
provincial Johne’s group has had to 
seek funding from producer organi-
zations and, if available, from either 
provincial or federal governments.

Over the last four years, some prov-
inces have gone ahead with program 
implementation while others are 
moving at a slower pace. While most 
provincial dairy groups are keen to 
have a Johne’s program in place, the 
rate and style of program implemen-
tation mostly refl ects the different 
ways funds have been put forward 
for Johne’s prevention. Let’s take a 

closer look at the current status of 
Johne’s programs across Canada:

Alberta fi rst off the mark
Having started a voluntary program 
in 2001, Alberta has had the longest 
running Johne’s control program of 
any Canadian province. Although it 
has lost some momentum and many 
herds have not continued to partici-
pate, Alberta Milk is supporting a 
new program that will potentially 
recruit previously enrolled herds and 
are proposing to add an additional 
program for low-risk herds. This new 
component could let low-risk herds 
become certifi ed according to an an-
nual standardized testing protocol.

RUMINATIONS By Ann Godkin

Johne’s control
Programs implemented across 

Canada take different routes 

to arrive at the same ultimate 

destination for the industry

Ruminations is prepared by Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Aff airs livestock 
technology specialists to provide information 
you can use on your farm.

All provincial programs embrace key common components.



Alberta is the only province so far 
to consider incorporating a Johne’s 
herd status program. In this program, 
herds can rise through four levels of 
Johne’s status. They will have to fol-
low an increasingly rigorous testing 
protocol and add no animals from 
outside the herd or only those from 
herds of similar or higher Johne’s sta-
tus. They can advance from Level 1 
to Level 4—the highest level—over a 
period of no less than two years.

The status program requires an-
nual evaluation and testing for a herd 

to stay at any of the four levels. The 
hope is a program like this will appeal 
to herds with a low risk of Johne’s, 
and who want to market seedstock   
based on their herd’s Johne’s status.

Ontario gets strong
producer support
In Ontario, producers have strongly 
supported and funded the voluntary 
Johne’s program rolled out in January 
2010. Program on-farm components 
include:
• testing all cows in the milking herd 

at one time using either a serum or 
CanWest DHI milk ELISA test;
• completing an annual Risk Assess-
ment and Management Plan (RAMP) 
with the herd veterinarian; 
• removing high-titre (HT) cows (1.0 
or higher ELISA scores) to deadstock, 
burial or composting.

Participating producers are reim-
bursed $8 per cow tested and $500 
per HT cow removed. Through the 
fi rst year, enrollment in the full pro-
gram has been running at about 70 
per cent of eligible herds.

Quebec government
runs program
In Quebec, the provincial government 
conducts and funds a slightly differ-
ent program. In the fi rst year, enrolled 
herds participate in a risk analysis, 
similar to the Ontario RAMP, with 
their herd vet.

The government pays 75 per cent 
of the veterinary time and the pro-
ducer the remaining 25 per cent, with 
up to a two-hour consultation being 
funded. In the second and subsequent 
years, the producer follows up on the 
vet’s recommendations and begins 
testing.

Testing is required annually of ei-
ther six environmental samples (ma-
nure samples from the cow housing) 
by culture or milk ELISA of up to 60 
cows. The program subsidizes testing 
at a rate of $15 per culture instead of 
the regular $25 fee, and $8 per milk 
ELISA. The program also pays 75 per 
cent of the annual one-hour vet visit 
cost.

As a condition of joining the pro-
gram, producers agree to either re-
tain test-positive cows identifi ed or to 
remove them only to slaughter or a 
laboratory—they agree not to sell any 
known test-positive animals to other 
producers. The government tracks 
test-positive animal movement using 
the cow’s number from the provincial 
traceability program (ATQ).

This spring, 16 per cent of Quebec 
dairy herds are participating in the 
Johne’s program. Plans are underway 
for further promotion this year. Pro-
gram participation will remain vol-
untary.
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B.C. offers testing
Over the past winter, British Colum-
bia completed a test development 
project and this spring began to of-
fer Johne’s testing to dairy and beef 
producers at the provincial diagnos-
tic laboratory. The B.C. initiative also 
endorses vet-conducted on-farm risk 
assessments to highlight necessary 
herd management changes.

Atlantic provinces join forces
The Atlantic Johne’s Initiative, sup-
ported by the four Atlantic provin-
cial producer boards, is expected to 
start in June. This program, too, will 
involve subsidized testing and subsi-
dized vet consultations to conduct the 
on-farm RAMP. More details should 
be announced soon.

Differences minimal
While it may appear the provinces 
are going in somewhat different di-
rections as they roll out their Johne’s 
programs, the basic elements of all 
these initiatives are similar. Programs 
remain voluntary, although fi nancial 
support to offset costs of Johne’s test-
ing, veterinary services or both en-
courages producers to participate.

All programs incorporate testing. 
While programs may have either 
cows or environmental samples test-
ed, the objective is the same: identify-
ing whether a herd is likely to have 
Johne’s and partially quantify wheth-

er Johne’s is likely to be a major or 
minor problem.

Most importantly, all programs 
strongly endorse the vet-producer 
consultation or RAMP approach. 
Provincial Johne’s experts remain 
convinced that recommendations 
to limit Johne’s spread on a farm be 
made only by someone who:
• is knowledgeable about Johne’s 
and testing;
• knows the herd;
• can assess the farm facilities;
• understands the producer’s man-
agement skills and goals;
• can prioritize suggested changes 
relative to other on-farm issues.

While implementation is occurring 
quite independently in each province, 
differences are quite superfi cial when 
examined closely. Each program has 
good scientifi c support and continu-

ous scientifi c evaluation. Each pro-
gram has an excellent chance for suc-
cess if producers and vets continue to 
participate. 

Participation is critical. The ultimate 
goal of all these programs is to have a 
national dairy industry that can state 
all Canadian herds are enrolled and 
actively participating in recognized 
Johne’s programs shown to effectively 
limit the disease’s spread. 

We want Canadian dairy products 
to come from farms where the next 
generation of cows will be from our 
own, new dairy heifers raised to be 
Johne’s-free.

Ann Godkin, a veterinary scientist with 
the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs, chairs the On-
tario Johne’s Industry Working Group.

FÖRSTER-TECHNIK -   

 Milk is always prepared fresh – no pumping of old milk
 Lowest operating cost for electricity and detergents
 Priority control – young calves are served first
 Up to 4 feeding stations, i.e. 120 calves

 Calf Table sorted by consumption 
 World’s only automatic calibration for powder, 

 milk and water (optional)
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